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About the theme

Opportunities and Challenges: ‘One Belt, One Road’ Initiatives and

International Cooperation in Tumen River Area
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Opportunities: More than two millennia ago, the ancient “Silk Road”
opened up several routes of trade and cultural exchanges and linked the major
civilizations of Asia and the rest of the world. Nowadays, The world economic
integration is accelerating and regional cooperation is booming. In order to
maintain closer economic ties and enhance cooperation, China raised the
initiatives of jointly building the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century
Maritime Silk Road (hereinafter referred to as ‘one belt, one road’ initiatives).
“One belt, one road” initiatives are aimed at achieving regional stability, mutual
benefit, and common development. On the premise of independence and
comfort, China would like to share the fruit of development and cooperation
with peripheral countries. As Tumen River Area is located in geographic center
of Northeast Asia and in center of Eurasia Land Bridge, the initiatives are in
line with trends and requirements of regional cooperation in the area.
Therefore, implementation of the initiatives will usher in unprecedented
opportunities for regional cooperation in Tumen River Area.
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Challenges: Tumen River Area, located at the intersection of Asia-Pacific
continent and Eurasia, is an important part of East Asian economy. Because of
its long history, abundant resources, and diligent peoples, this area has huge
potential and geographical advantages. Therefore, international cooperation in
this area will definitely create strategic propellers for “One belt, one road”
initiatives. However, other countries in the area have not showed enough trust
and support to China’s regional development strategies because of their
complex and uncertain strategic mentalities, which comes from China’s rise
and the changes of political patterns in the area. It is a common challenge for
all countries in the area to dispel strategic suspicions, remove investment and
trade barriers, and to construct sound cooperation mechanisms.
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Exploration: The regional cooperation in Tumen River Area urges for
insightful new thinking. Under the framework of “One belt, one road” initiatives,
international cooperation in the area calls for participation and support from all
countries in the area. This area is an important field where different cultures,
political systems, and ideologies meet and communicate. Regional joint effort
is a precondition to explore potential and advantages of the area and then turn
them into the region’s competitiveness. In order to build a Tumen River
community of shared destiny featuring mutual political trust, economic
integration and cultural inclusiveness, we should make full use of our
multicultural advantages, strengthen communication and cooperation, and
strive to build a peaceful, open, and win-win environment for cooperation.

Tumen River Forum 2015 will invite scholars to exchange their research
results and engage in extensive, in-depth discussions over the pressing
problems in regional cooperation and development of Tumen River Area, as
well as provide perspectives and advices for the overall development of the
area.
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Sub-forum 1: Politics

“One Belt, One Road” Initiatives: Viewpoints of Northeast Asian Countries

China’s rise has been a buzz topic in international community. Based on
national interests and strategic goals, China will endeavor to reshape
peripheral environment by pursuing diplomatic principles of amity, sincerity,
mutual benefit and inclusiveness. The “One belt, one road” initiatives garnered
the interests of the international community as soon as it was announced. The
successful implementation of the initiatives calls for broad support from
countries along the proposed routes. Therefore, Northeast Asian countries’
viewpoints towards the initiatives have naturally become an important topic.

New Situations and New Thinking: East Asia Politics’ Dilemma and Way Out

After the outbreak of global financial crisis, geopolitical pattern of
Northeast Asia is brewing changes along with the growth and decline of
national strength of countries in the area. The countries have been adjusting
regional strategies to vie for more political and economic influence in the
region. Hence East Asia enters a new phase of “strategic adjustment”. Facing
new situations and challenges, we must pool our wisdom and dispel strategic
suspicions to find a new approach to regional peace and development.
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Sub-forum 2: Economics

Status Quo and Prospects of Economic and Trade Cooperation in Tumen
River Area

In recent years, bilateral and multi-lateral cooperation in Tumen River
Area have been expanding, and infrastructures of entry ports, transportation,
energies, and irrigation works have been maturing. As a result, the
comprehensive investment environment has been clearly improved. The
implementation of “Changchun-Jilin-Tumen” development plan has injected
new vitality into economic and trade cooperation in the area. A number of joint
projects in terms of transportation, energy, tourism, and infrastructure were
launched across the area, which brought various difficulties and problems. In
order to address them, the forum will focus on discussing strategies and
modes of economic and trade cooperation in the area, comparing industry
policies, discussing the exploitation of trans-border tourism resources and the
development of international industrial parks, and other related topics.



Building International Logistic Gateways in Tumen River Area

“One belt, one road” initiatives highlight the importance of Tumen River
Area in Northeast Asian economy. As a gate to the Japan Sea, the area boasts
obvious geographic advantages on sea, land, and sea-land multimodal
transport. However, different and uneven political, economic, and cultural
background of the countries in the area caused some negativity and
passiveness. This sub-forum will aim at arranging frank and extensive
discussions over the co-developing of land, sea, and air logistic gateways in
Tumen River Area.
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Sub-forum 3: Law

Legal studies in Sino-DPRK'’s Joint Development of Special Economic Zones

Economic and trade cooperation is a cornerstone of development in
Tumen River Area; legal recognition serves as a precondition and guarantee.
Cooperation among countries requires not only common interests, but also
legal permissions and guarantees. Without sound legal systems, it would be
very difficult to establish a stable, effective cooperation platform.

The joint development and management pattern between China and
DPRK is an innovation of cooperation patterns. The Joint Management
Committee of the Rason Economic and Trade Zone has boosted the
development of the zone and yielded impressive results since its
establishment in 2012. However, we need to be aware of the gap between this



zone and those developed ones, especially in terms of legal guarantee. To
enhance legal cooperation and communication between China and DPRK is in
line with “One belt, one road” initiatives, and will boost the development of
Tumen River Area, which will be favorable to stability and sustainable
development of Northeast Asia.
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Sub-forum 4: Culture

National Image in Intercultural Communication in Northeast Asia

A country exhibits different national images, ranging from political one to
economic, military, and cultural ones. In the context of intercultural
communication, China’s national images can be analyzed from literary,
historical, and media approaches. Building and communicating favorable
national images bring both internal and external advantages. They help to
construct national identity by boosting national unity and cohesion at home,
and they help to create a sound international development environment by
communicating China’s affinity abroad. Therefore, it is of great pragmatic
significance to analyze the aesthetic characteristics, conceptions, and creation
patterns of the national images of Northeast Asian countries from their literary
and artistic works. These analyses will help to boost intercultural
communication and interaction within the region. We hope this sub-forum will
show new direction for intercultural communication studies in Northeast Asia
by utilizing new thinking to interpret intercultural interaction and communication
in the region.



